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To  THE  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  Battle  Rural  District 
Council. 


I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  the  yeai  1963, 

The  statistics  reveal  that  the  health  of  the  District  compares 
favourably  with  the  rest  of  England  and  Wales. 

It  is  most  heartening  to  record  the  solid  progress  achieved  by  this 
Council  in  pushing  ahead  with  sewering  the  remaining  Parishes.  Indeed 
this  attitude  is  reflected  throughout  your  activities  in  the  field  of  public 
health. 

Mr.  Dunford  (Chief  Public  Health  Inspector)  and  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  have  given  me  their  loyal  support  and  I would  like  to  express 
my  thanks  to  them  and  the  Clerical  Staff  under  the  able  direction  of  Miss 
Portnell  (Chief  Clerk)  for  their  assistance  during  the  past  year. 

I am  obliged  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  and  other  Chief  Officers 
for  their  courtesy  and  co-operation. 

I am  grateful  to  the  Councillors,  and  in  particular  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  for  their  stimulating 
interest  and  support. 

I have  the  honour  to  be.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  servant, 

M.  I.  SiLVERTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


The  Watch  Oak, 

Battle,  Sussex, 

Telephone;  Battle  2214/7. 
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STATISTICS  RELATING  TO  BATTLE  RURAL  DISTRICT  IN 

1963 

Area  of  district  in  acres  ^estimated)  . , . . . , 117,147 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimate  for  mid-year)  . . 31,000 

Analyses  of  Rateable  Values 

Old  valuation  New  valuation 


3isf  March,  1963 

1st  April,  1963 

Domestic  properties  . 

. £264,167 

65-1% 

£736,655 

73-1% 

Commercial  properties 

53.974 

13-3% 

98,319 

9-8% 

Industrial  properties  . 

26,183 

6.4% 

73.219 

7-3% 

Other  properties 

61,714 

15-2% 

98.875 

9-8% 

£406,038 

100  % 

£1,007,068 

100  % 

Sum  represented  by  a 

penny  rate  (actual)  . . 

• • 

£4.106 

1961 

1962 

1963 

Number  of  rateable  premises  as  at 

I St  April 

. 

12,476 

12,708 

13.083 

Live  Births: 


BIRTHS  AND  BIRTH  RATES 

Male  Female  Total  Still  Births:  Male  Female  Total 


Legitimate  173  173  346  Legitimate 

Illegitimate  13  19  32  Illegitimate 

I 

0 

2 3 

0 0 

186  192  378 

I 

2 3 

Battle 

England 

R.D. 

and  Wales 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  home  population  (crude) 

12.19  ' 

V 18.2 

Corrected  birth  rate  . . 

16.09  - 

r 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  births  (live  and  still) 

7.8 

17.2* 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  home  population 

0.09 

0.3 

A still  birth  is  defined  as  any  child  which  has  issued  forth  from  its 
mother  after  the  28th  week  of  pregnancy,  and  which  did  not  at  any 
time  after  being  completely  expelled  from  its  mother,  breathe,  or  show 
any  signs  of  life. 


Illegitimate  birth  rate  per  1,000  live  births  . . 84.6  69.0 

Illegitimate  birth  rate  per  cent  of  total  live  births  8.46%  7.2% 

♦Lowest  rate  recorded. 


Live  births  registered  in  England  and  Wales  in  1963  totalled  856,232 ; 
this  is  the  highest  number  since  the  1947  “ bulge  ” year  when  886,820 
babies  were  bom. 
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DEATHS  AND  DEATH  RATES 

Battle 

R.D. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  i week  (perinatal)  (ex- 
cluding still  births)  . . . . . . . . 6 

England 
and  Wales 

10,498 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  i week  per  1,000  live 
and  still  births 

15.7 

12. 1 

Deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks  (Neonatal) 

6 

12,176 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  4 weeks  of  age  per 
1,000  live  births 

15.8 

14.2* 

Deaths  of  infants  under  i year  of  age 

8 

18,043 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  i year  of  age  per  1,000 
live  births  . . 

21. 1 

21. 1 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still 
births 

Nil 

0.2 

*Lowest  rate  recorded. 


Deaths 

Battle  R.D.  England  and  Wales 

Male  244  Male  292,466 

Female  288  / Female  280,415  / 572.881 


Death  rate  per 

1,000  population  17. i 'I 

Corrected  death  rate  11.3  / 
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DETAILED  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Cause  of  Death 

Sex 

Total 

All 

Ages 

Under 

I 

Year 

I- 

15- 

24 

25- 

34 

35- 

44 

45- 

54 

55- 

64 

65 

and 

over 

Tuberculosis,  respira- 

M 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

tory 

F 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— , 

I 

— 

— 

I 

Other  infective  and 

M 

parasitic  diseases 

F 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm. 

M 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

I 

4 

stomach 

F 

6 

6 

Malignant  neoplasm. 

M 

17 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

4 

12 

lung,  bronchus 

F 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

I 

I 

Malignant  neoplasm. 

M 

breeist 

Malignant  neoplasm. 

F 

8 

' 

' “■ 

— 

2 

3 

3 

uterus 

F 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Other  malignant  and 

M 

23 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

22 

l5Tnphatic  neoplasms 

F 

19 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

15 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

M 

I 

I 

F 

2 

2 

Diabetes 

M 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

I 

F 

3 

3 

Vascular  lesions  of  ner- 

M 

29 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

25 

vous  system 

F 

6i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

55 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

M 

6o 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

17 

41 

F 

41 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

3 

37 

Hypertension  with  heart 

M 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

I 

4 

disease 

F 

6 

6 

Other  heart  disease 

M 

27 

I 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

25 

F 

49 

49 

Other  circulatory  disease 

M 

I 

I 

F 

7 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

2 

4 

Influenza 

M 

I 

I 

F 

I 

I 

Pneumonia 

M 

i8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

13 

F 

24 



I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

23 

Bronchitis 

M 

13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

12 

F 

8 

8 

Other  diseases  of  res- 

M 

piratory  system 

F 

3 

3 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and 

M 

diarrhoea 

F 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

2 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

M 

I 

I 

F 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

M 

4 

4 

Congenital  malforma- 

M 

tions 

F 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

Other  defined  and  ill- 

M 

25 

2 

— 

— 

— 

I 

3 

— 

19 

defined  diseases 

F 

29 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

3 

20 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

M 

2 



2 









F 

All  other  accidents 

M 

I 

I 

F 

8 



— 





I 

I 

— 

6 

Suicide 

M 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

2 

F 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES 

M 

244 

3 



2 

I 

I 

9 

39 

189 

F 

288 

5 

I 

I 

I 

2 

10 

23 

245 
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MAIN  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


(i)  Diseases  of  the  heart  and  circu- 
latory system  ... 

(Coronary  disease)... 

1961 

1962 

1963 

174  (35-o%) 

83  (16.7%) 

165  (34-7%) 
77  (16.2%) 

197  (37%) 

loi  (18.9%) 

(ii)  Malignant  neoplasms  (cancer) 

(Cancer  of  lung  and  bronchus)  . . . 

90  (18.1%) 
22  (4-4%) 

85  (18%) 

18  (3-8%) 

86  (16.1%) 
20  (3-7%) 

(iii)  Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous 
system  ... 

89  (17-9%) 

96  (20.2%) 

90  (16.9%) 

(iv)  Respiratory  diseases  (excluding 
tuberculosis)  

57  (ii-4%) 

55  (ii-5%) 

66  (12.4%) 

DEATHS  FROM  SPECIFIC  CAUSES  AND 
RATES  PER  1,000  POPULATION 


Battle  R.D. 

England  and  Wales 

No.  of 
Deaths 

Per  1,000 
pop. 

No.  of 
Deaths 

Per  1,000 
pop. 

Tuberculosis  (respiratory) 

4 

0.13 

2,613 

0.05 

Influenza  . . 

2 

0.06 

3.214 

0.07 

Bronchitis 

21 

0.67 

35,334 

0.75 

Pneumonia 

42 

1-34 

36.065 

0.76 

Poliomyelitis 

NU 

Nil 

7 

0.00 

Coronary  and  arteriosclerotic  heart  disease 

lOI 

325 

107,865 

2.29 

Cancer  of  the  lung,  trachea  and  bronchus 

20 

0.64 

24.422 

0,52 

Cancer,  all  forms 

86 

2.78 

102,380 

2.19 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  . . 

2 

0.06 

6.353 

0.13 

All  other  accidents 

9 

0.29 

12,240 

0.26 

DEATHS— 65  YEARS  OF  AGE  AND  OVER 


I 

1961 

Battle  R.D 
1962 

1963 

London  * 
1961  1962 

1963 

Total  deaths 

497 

475 

532 

37.915 

38.346 

39.590 

Number  of  deaths  65 
years  and  over  . . 

395 

413 

434 

25.691 

26,025 

26,769 

Percentage  of  total 
deaths 

79.4 

86.9 

81.5 

67.7 

67.8 

67.6 

England  and  Wales  not  available 
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DEATHS  FROM  CANCER,  ENGLAND  AND  WALES 


Cancer  all  forms  1961 

1962 

1963 

Males  . . . . 53.441 

54.716 

55.180 

Females  . . 46,474 

46.854 

47.200 

LUNG  CANCER 

AND  SMOKING 

Lung  Cancer  deaths  in  England 

and  Wales 

i960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

Males  . . . . 18,882 

19.460 

20,278 

20,742 

Females  . . . . 3,118 

3.350 

3.501 

3.680 

22,000 

22,810 

23.779 

24,422 

The  risk  of  contracting  lung  cancer  would  appear  to  be 

proport- 

tionate  to  the  number  of  cigarettes  smoked. 

Non-smokers  between  45  and  54  are  three  times  more  likely  to 
survive  the  next  ten  years  than  the  heavy  smoker. 

Between  1920  and  1962  sales  of  cigarettes  in  the  United  Kingdom 
rose  from  36,000  million  to  110,000  million,  similarly  deaths  assigned  to 
lung  cancer  rose  from  592  to  23,779  over  half  of  these  deaths  occurred 
in  the  age  groups  45-65,  in  the  prime  of  life. 

It  is  considered  that  80-90%  of  deaths  from  lung  cancer  are 
associated  with  heavy  cigarette  smoking  and  that  this  one  factor  far 
outweighs  the  effects  of  atmospheric  pollution  or  occupational  exposure. 

Both  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  of  London  and  the  Advisory 
Committee  of  the  Surgeon-General  of  the  United  States  have  come  to 
similar  conclusions  in  associating  cigarette  smoking  with  the  increased 
incidence  of  lung  cancer.  In  view  of  this  weight  of  evidence  one  must 
advise  that  cigarette  smoking  is  a direct  menace  to  health  and  that  the 
habit  should  be  combated  by  all  available  means,  this  applies  in  parti- 
cular to  children  and  young  persons. 

It  is  noted  that  the  Ministry  of  Health  has  issued  guidance  to 
hospitals  to  assist  them  in  discouraging  smoking  both  for  out-patients 
and  in-patients. 

The  economic  loss  to  the  country  has  been  assessed  at  £800  million 
per  year,  this  includes  absence  from  work  and  the  increased  mortality  of 
smokers,  the  loss  of  productivity  being  comparable  to  the  loss  to  the 
nation  by  strikes  throughout  the  year. 

There  is  also  a higher  mortality  amongst  smokers  for  cardio-vascular 
diseases  including  coronary  disease. 

The  Children  and  Young  Persons  Act,  1963,  will  come  into  force  on 
1st  February,  1964,  and  will  increase  the  penalities  for  the  selling  of 
tobacco  or  cigarette  papers  to  persons  apparently  under  16  years  of  age, 
maximum  fines  will  now  be  £25  for  the  first  occasion  and  £50  subsequent- 
ly. Similarly  a Court  Order  can  require  the  removal  of  an  automatic 
vending  machine  from  a position  where  it  can  be  used  by  persons  under 
16  years  with  heavy  daily  fines  for  non-compliance. 

Bronchitis  is  responsible  for  33,000  deaths  in  England  and  Wales  and 
loss  of  27  million  working  days,  here  both  cigarette  smoking  and  air 
pollution  play  their  parts. 
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ACCIDENTS  IN  THE  HOME 


1962 

1963 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Coal  gas  poisoning 

442 

629 

1,071 

481 

738 

1,219 

Other  poisoning 

242 

273 

515 

285 

281 

566 

Falls 

1.234 

2,871 

4.105 

1,282 

2,882 

4.164 

Bums  and  scalds 

271 

520 

791 

302 

586 

888 

Choking  and  suffocation 

291 

226 

517 

273 

220 

493 

Other  accidents 

219 

140 

359 

230 

193 

423 

2,699 

4.659 

7.358 

2,853 

4,900 

7,753 

Those  affected  were  usually  under  5 years  or  over  65  years  of  age ; 
these  accidents  were  almost  wholly  preventable  with  the  exercise  of 
foresight  and  care. 

It  is  salutary  to  reflect  that  accidents  in  the  home  account  for  a 
higher  percentage  of  child  mortality  than  accidents  on  the  roads  and  the 
trend  is  still  upward. 


MOTOR  VEHICLE  DEATHS 


England  and  Wales 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1959  . . 

. . 4,414 

1,612 

6,026 

i960  . . 

• • 4.754 

1,889 

6.643 

1961  . . 

• . 4.753 

1,881 

6.634 

1962  . . 

. . 4.519 

1.784 

6,303 

1963  . . 

. . 4.589 

1.764 

6,353 

There  were  two  deaths  from  this  cause  within  Battle  Rural  District 

during  1963. 


MOTOR  CYCLE  DEATHS  in  1963 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Under  5 years 

5 

2 

7 

15-24  years  . . 

679 

45 

724 

25  years  and  over 

415 

36 

451 

1,099 

83 

1,182 

The  age  group  15-24  appears  to  be  especially  vulnerable  in  riders 
and  pillion  passengers,  and  emphasises  the  necessity  for  wearing  crash 
helmets,  a proven  life  saver  and  injury  limiting  measure. 

It  will  be  observed  that  about  18%  of  the  motor  vehicle  deaths 
occurred  in  motor  cyclists,  this  pinpoints  the  need  for  more  safety 
education  in  school,  particularly  in  youths. 


II 


SUMMARY  OF  POPULATION,  BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS  WITH  RATES, 

1953-1963 


Year 

Esti- 

mated 

popula- 

tion 

T( 

M 

3tal  li 
birth 

F 

ve 

5 

Total 

Corr- 

ected 

Birth 

rate 

Birth 
rate 
Eng. 
& W. 

M 

Total 

deaths 

F 

Total 

Corr- 

ected 

death 

rate 

Death 
rate 
Eng. 
& W. 

Natu- 

ral 

de- 

crease 

1953 

29,700 

189 

190 

379 

14.6 

15-5 

203 

225 

428 

10.3 

11.4 

- 49 

1954 

29,780 

202 

177 

379 

15.0 

152 

221 

223 

444 

10.4 

11-3 

- 65 

1955 

29,850 

204 

159 

363 

143 

15.0 

221 

210 

431 

9.8 

II. 7 

- 68 

1956 

29,810 

180 

193 

373 

M-7 

15.6 

214 

225 

439 

10.3 

II. 7 

- 66 

1957 

29,680 

188 

167 

355 

14.1 

16. 1 

258 

232 

490 

II. 7 

II-5 

-135 

1958 

29,630 

164 

178 

342 

13.6 

16.4 

209 

225 

434 

9-9 

II. 7 

- 92 

1959 

29,640 

196 

165 

361 

14-3 

16.5 

199 

239 

438 

10.3 

II. 6 

- 77 

i960 

29,970 

231 

190 

421 

16.5 

17.1 

201 

240 

441 

10.4 

11-5 

- 20 

1961 

30,400 

174 

188 

362 

14.0 

17-4 

235 

262 

497 

11.6 

12.0 

-135 

1962 

30.710 

195 

189 

382 

14.6 

18. 1 

227 

248 

475 

10.3 

II. 9 

- 93 

1963 

31,000 

186 

192 

1378 

16.0 

18.2 

244 

288 

532 

II-3 

12.2 

-154 

The  Corrected  Birth  and  Death  Rates  pay  due  regard  to  the  in- 
creased proportion  of  aged  retired  persons  within  the  Rural  District 
as  cornpared  with  England  and  Wales,  and  this  is  reflected  in  the 
increased  number  of  deaths  and  the  comparatively  low  number  of  births. 

The  requisite  correction  is  achieved  by  using  a comparability  factor 
which  is  provided  annually  by  the  Registrar  General. 

The  increased  population  figure  indicates  an  influx  of  new  residents 
commensurate  with  the  upsurge  of  new  building. 


Natural  Increase  in  England  and  Wales 

The  number  of  births  registered  in  1963  exceeded  the  deaths  by 
283,251 — the  second  highest  natural  increase  for  any  year  since  1948 

(307.073)- 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Total  Cases 

Cases 

Cases 

(all  forms) 

M 

F 

Total 

M 

F 

Total 

M 

F 

Total 

I.  No.  on  Register  at  ist 

January,  1963 

74 

62 

136 

5 

9 

14 

79 

71 

150 

2.  Cases  previously  re- 

moved  and  re-noti- 
fied in  1963 

1 

I 

I 

1 

3.  Primary  notifications 

received  in  1963  . . 

4 

2 

6 

— 

— 

— 

4 

2 

6 

4.  Cases  moved  into  area 

as  transfers  in  1963 

5 

2 

7 

— 

I 

I 

5 

3 

8 

Totals  . . 

84 

66 

150 

5 

10 

15 

89 

76 

*65 

5.  Cases  removed  from 

Register  in  1963  . . 

II 

9 

20 

— 

— 

— 

II 

9 

20 

6.  Number  on  Register  at 

31st  December,  1963 

73 

57 

130 

5 

10 

15 

78 

67 

*45 

1962 

Total  Cases 
(all  forms) 

1963 

Total  Cases 
(all  forms) 

M 

F 

Total 

M 

F 

Total 

I.  Number  on  Register  at  ist  Jan. 

79 

70 

149 

79 

71 

150 

2.  Cases  previously  removed  and 

re-notified  during  year 

I 

— 

I 

I 

— 

I 

3.  Primary  notifications  received 

during  year 

2 

2 

4 

4 

2 

6 

4.  Cases  moved  into  area  as 

transfers  during  year 

6 

6 

12 

5 

3 

8 

Totals  . . 

88 

78 

166 

89 

76 

*65 

5.  Cases  removed  from  Register 

during  year  . . 

9 

7 

16 

II 

9 

20 

6.  Number  on  Register  at  31st  Dec. 

79 

7* 

*5° 

78 

67 

145 

ANALYSIS  OF  REMOVALS,  1963 


Pulmona 

ry  Cases 

M 

F 

Left  district 

6 

6 

*Died 

5 

3 

II 

9 

*i  male  notified  after  death;  2 male  and  i female  on  Register  died  from  other  causes. 
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NEW  CASES  NOTIFIED  GIVING  AGE  GROUPS  AND  OCCUPATIONS 


Age 


NEW  CASES 
Primary  Notifications 
Pulmonary  Non-pulmonary 


M 


O — 2 


Occupation 


M 


3—5 
6 — lo 
11—15 
1 6 — 25 

26—35 

36—45 

46 — 60 
Over  60 


I 

I 

I 

I 


I 


I 


Teacher  from  Far  East 
Chemist’s  Assistant 

Farm  Worker 
Machine  Operator 
Housewife 

Inn  Kitchen  Attendant 


MASS  MINATURE  RADIOGRAPHY 

The  results  of  the  surveys  carried  out  in  Battle  Rural  District 
during  1963  are  shown  below: — 


Number  of  Persons  X-rayed 

Parish 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Battle 

389 

436 

825 

Brede 

43 

58 

lOI 

Burwash 

94 

173 

267 

Hurst  Green 

115 

129 

244 

Northiam  ... 

152 

125 

277 

Rye  Foreign  (Hill  House  Hospital) 

16 

84 

100 

Salehurst  ... 

163 

164 

327 

Sedlescombe 

81 

118 

199 

Westfield  ... 

30 

63 

93 

Winchelsea 

61 

67 

128 

Abnormal  Films 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis  requiring  treatment  or  close 

clinical  supervision  . . 

0 

3 

3 

Tuberculosis  requiring  occasional  clinical 
supervision 

I 

4 

5 

Cardio  vascular  lesions  (congenital) 

2 

0 

2 

Cardio  vascular  lesions  (acquired) 

23 

17 

40 

Malignant  disease  (bronchial  carcinoma) 

3 

0 

3 

Sarcoidosis 

0 

I 

I 

Non-malignant  neoplasms 

0 

I 

I 

14 


It  will  be  observed  that  Mass  Miniature  radiography  not  only 
discloses  early  tuberculous  lesions  but  other  abnormal  conditions  of  the 
heart  and  lungs  which  are  amenable  to  treatment. 

As  in  other  health  investigations,  it  is  vitally  important  to  treat  any 
deviations  from  health  as  soon  as  possible;  early  diagnosis  makes 
successful  treatment  more  likely. 

Every  endeavour  must  be  made  to  encourage  more  people  to  take 
advantage  of  this  valuable  public  health  measure. 

No  appointment,  no  undressing,  no  segregation  of  sexes,  no  charge 
and  the  whole  procedure  is  completed  within  minutes.  A personal 
confidential  report  is  forwarded  by  post. 


CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  AGE  GROUPS 


Disease 

Under 

I 

year 

1-2 

years 

3-4 

years 

5-9 

years 

10-14 

years 

15-24 

years 

25-44 

years 

45-64 

years 

65 

and 

over 

Totals 

Scarlet  fever  . . . 
Whooping 

— 

— 

2 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

cough 

2 

9 

9 

16 

I 

— 

2 

I 

— 

40 

Measles 

Acute 

7 

85 

112 

294 

76 

10 

4 

I 

— 

589 

pneumonia... 

— 

2 

2 

4 

I 

— 

3 

7 

24 

43 

Erysipelas 

2 

2 

Dysentery 

Ophthalmia 

■ " ■ 

I 

I 

neonatorum 

2 

2 

Typhoid 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

I 

— 

2 

II 

96 

125 

323 

78 

10 

II 

10 

26 

690 

SEASONAL  INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Disease 

d 

ci 

Feb. 

Mar. 

April 

May 

June 

3 

•— 1 

Aug. 

Sept. 

0 

0 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Totals 

Scarlet  fever 

— 

2 

I 

I 

— 

— 

I 

— 

I 

4 

— 

I 

II 

Whooping  cough 

I 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

4 

18 

2 

2 

10 

40 

Measles 

21 

24 

8 

49 

79 

93 

152 

105 

32 

26 

— 

— 

589 

Acute  pneumonia 

7 

13 

6 

2 

6 

— 

I 

2 

— 

3 

I 

2 

43 

Erysipelas 

I 

I 

2 

Dysentery 

I 

Ophthalmia 

neonatorum  . . 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Typhoid 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

2 

Totals  . . 

29 

39 

16 

55 

85 

93 

157 

Ill 

51 

37 

3 

14 

690 
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DISTRIBUTION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  THE  PARISHES 


Measles 

Whooping 

cough 

Scarlet 

fever 

Acute 

pneumonia 

Dysentery 

Erysipelas 

Ophthalmia 

neonatorum 

Typhoid 

Ashburnham  (380) . . 

13 

Battle  (4,284) 

176 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Beckley  (962) 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bodiam  (377) 

21 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Brede  (1,115) 

23 

4 

— 

I 

I 

— 

— 

Brightling  (408) 

ii 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Burwash  (2,027)  • • 

81 

— 

— 

I 

I 

— 

— 

I 

Camber  (448) 

12 

3 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Catsfield  (730) 

3 

— 

— 



— 

— 

Crowhurst  (627) 

11 

— 

— 

— 







— 

Dallington  (348)  . . 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

East  Guldeford  (109) 

2 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Etchingham  (585)  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ewhurst  (815) 

52 

_ 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Fairlight  (932) 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Guestling  (1,067)  . . 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Hurst  Green  (760) . . 

3 

_ 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

Icklesham  (1,794)  . . 

10 

21 

2 

6 

— 

I 

— 

— 

Iden  (431)  . . 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Mountfield  (599)  . . 

17 



— 

— 



— 

— 

— 

Northiam  (1,500)  . . 

I 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Peasmarsh  (7^^)  . . 

8 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Penhurst  (56) 

2 

— 

— 

— 



— 

_ 

— 

Pett  (557)  . . 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Playden  (291) 

4 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Rye  Foreign  (273) . . 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Salehurst  (1,521)  . . 

2 

I 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sedlescombe  (962) . . 

8 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ticehurst  (2,385)  . . 

59 

— 

I 

29 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Udimore  (420) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Westfield  (1,616)  . . 

45 

— 

I 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whatlington  (330) . . 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  . . 

589 

40 

11 

43 

I 

2 

2 

2 

Population  of  parishes  as  at  ist  April,  1963,  given  in  brackets  (East  Sussex 
County  Council  Year  Book). 


INCIDENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
Poliomyelitis 


England  and  Wales 

Corrected 

Notifications 

Deaths 

Paralytic 

Non-paralytic 

1952 

1962 

1963 

2,976 

212 

39 

1.571 

59 

12 

338 

18 

7 

i6 


Oral  prophylactic  vaccine,  by  its  ease  of  administration,  has 
consolidated  the  success  achieved  by  the  former  method  of  injection.  A 
course  comprises  three  doses  given  at  intervals  of  4-8  weeks. 

No  case  of  poliomyelitis  has  been  recorded  in  this  District  for  the 
past  four  years. 


Diptheria 

We  have  continued  to  be  free  from  this  infection  for  the  past  18 
years.  Immunisation  is  the  controlling  factor  and  100%  is  the  aim. 

Measles 

Having  experienced  an  incidence  of  38  cases  in  1962,  the  present 
rise  to  589  is  typical  of  the  alternate  rise  and  fall  of  this  infection  in 
succeeding  years. 


Whooping  cough 

The  favourable  trend  of  decreased  incidence  noted  in  past  years 
was  reversed  in  1963,  there  being  34,736  notifications  in  England  and 
Wales  as  against  8,185  in  1962. 

However,  immunisation  would  appear  to  be  effective  in  controlling 
and  minimising  adverse  effects. 


Scarlet  fever 

Mild  in  character  and  of  no  special  significance,  no  case  was  admitted 
to  hospital.  The  usual  investigations  were  made  in  each  case  regarding 
the  possibility  of  food  handlers  being  involved,  and  where  indicated, 
alternative  work  was  advised  and  accepted. 


Typhoid  fever 

One  case  of  typhoid  fever  was  imported  from  Zermatt,  Switzerland, 
by  a 44  year  old  married  man.  No  history  of  T.  A.  B.  inoculation. 

The  case  was  of  moderate  severity,  onset  2nd  March,  1963,  returned 
to  work  as  a self-employed  farmer  on  22nd  April,  1963.  There  was  no 
evidence  of  spread.  The  Vi  agglutination  test  was  subsequently  negative. 

A second  case  of  typhoid  fever  was  imported  from  Alicante,  Spain, 
by  a 25  year  old  housewife  who  had  been  abroad  with  her  husband.  The 
husband  had  been  inoculated  with  T.A.B.  but  not  the  wife.  Onset  gid 
October,  1963,  and  of  moderate  severity.  She  discharged  herself  from 
hospital  on  4th  November,  1963,  fortunately  her  Vi  agglutination  test 
subsequently  arranged  by  her  own  doctor  was  negative  and  there  was  no 
evidence  of  spread. 

All  the  general  practitioners  in  the  district  were  alerted  and 
returning  travellers  from  known  infected  areas  were  bacteriologically 
sampled  with  negative  results. 

The  local  press  was  most  helpful  in  allaying  anxiety  in  both  cases 
and  relaying  advice  on  personal  hygiene. 
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Dysentery 

Imported  bulked  liquid  egg  has  been  a suspected  source  of  sal- 
monellae  infection  in  this  country  for  some  years. 

Regulations  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  made  it  obligatory 
for  all  liquid  egg  including  imports  to  be  pasteurised  as  from  ist  January, 
1964. 


Ringworm 

On  29th  September,  1963,  I received  a notification  from  a school 
that  a farmer’s  son  suffering  from  ringworm  had  been  excluded.  He  was 
satisfactorily  treated  by  his  own  doctor. 

The  Divisional  Veterinary  Officer  was  informed  and  asked  to  in- 
vestigate for  animal  ringworm.  He  subsequently  confirmed  that  the 
calves  on  the  farm  were  heavily  infected  and  that  their  treatment  was 
being  advised. 


NON-NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  EXCLUDED  FROM  STATE  SCHOOLS 


Mumps 

Ringworm 

Chicken- 

pox 

German 

Measles 

Conjunc- 

tivitis 

J anuary 

I 

— 

5 

— 

— 

February 

I 

— 

15 

— 

3 

April  ...  

3 

— 

4 

— 

— 

May  ... 

— 

I 

I 

4 

— 

June 

— 

— 

12 

6 

— 

September  ... 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

October 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Totals  ... 

5 

I 

37 

17 
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COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEARS  1958-1963 
1st  JANUARY-31st  DECEMBER 


1958 

1959 

i960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

397 

406 

206 

506 

38 

589 

Scarlet  fever 

20 

14 

II 

6 

7 

II 

Meningococcal  infection 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  cough  . . 

113 

32 

26 

18 

I 

40 

Acute  pneumonia  . . 

15 

31 

16 

18 

10 

43 

Erysipelas  . . 

4 

3 

5 

I 

— 

2 

Puerperal  pyrexia  . . 

I 

5 

I 

2 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

2 

I 

2 

I 

Food  poisoning 

2 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

Acute  encephalitis  . . 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum  . . 

— 

— 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Typhoid 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

i8 


PERIOD  OF  EXCLUSION  IN  CERTAIN  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
MINISTRY  OF  EDUCATION  RECOMMENDATIONS 


Interval 
between 
onset  and 
appearance 
of  rash 
(days) 

Period 

of  exclusion 

Usual 

Incubation 

period 

(days) 

Patients 

Contacts,  i.e.  the  other 
members  of  the  family 
or  household  living  to- 
gether as  a family,  that 
is,  in  one  tenement. 

Scarlet  Fever 

AND 

Streptococcal 
Sore  Throat 

1-7 

1-2 

Exclude  from 
school  for  7 days 
after  discharge 
from  hospital  or 
home  isolation. 
Not  allowed  back 
if  discharge  from 
the  nose  or  ear, 
sore  throat  or 
septic  spots  be 
present. 

Adult  contacts  engaged 
in  school  meals  service 
excluded  until  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  allows 
return  to  work.  Other 
contacts,  if  healthy, 
need  not  be  excluded. 

Diphtheria 

2-7 

Until  pronounced 
by  a medical 
practitioner  to  be 
free  from  infec- 
tion. 

At  least  7 days.  Return 
to  school  should  not  be 
permitted  until  bac- 
teriological examina- 
tion has  proved  nega- 
tive. 

Measles 

7-14 

3-4 

10  days  after  the 
appearance  of  the 
rash  if  the  child 
appears  well. 

Children  under  5 years 
of  age  who  have  not 
had  the  disease  should 
be  excluded  for  14  days 
from  the  date  of  the 
appearance  of  the  rash 
in  the  last  case  in  the 
house.  Other  contacts 
can  attend  school.  Any 
contact  suffering  from 
a cough,  cold,  chill  or 
red  eyes  should  be  im- 
mediately excluded. 

German 

Measles 

5-21 

0-2 

7 days  from  the 
appearance  of  the 
rash. 

None. 

Whooping 

Cough 

6-18 

28  days  from  the 
beginning  of  the 
characteristic 
cough. 

Children  under  7 years 
who  have  not  had  the 
disease  should  be  ex- 
cluded for  21  days  from 
the  date  of  onset  of  the 
disease  in  the  last  case 
in  the  house. 

Mumps 

12-28 

7 days  from  the 
subsidence  of  the 
swelling. 

None. 

Chicken  Pox 

1 1-2 1 

0-2 

14  days  from  the 
date  of  ap- 
pearance of  the 
rash. 

None. 
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MINISTRY  OF  EDUCATION  RECOMMENDATIONS— cowitMMea! 


Interval 
between 
onset  and 
appearance 
of  rash 
(days) 

Period  of  exclusion 

Usual 

Incubation 

period 

(days) 

Patients 

Contacts,  i.e.  the  other 
members  of  the  family 
or  household  living  to- 
gether as  a family,  that 
is,  in  one  tenement. 

Influenza 

AND  THE 

Common  Cold 

1-2 

Exclude  imme- 
diately for  7 days 
or  until  recovery 
is  complete. 

None. 

Ringworm  of  the  If  the  infected  area  can  be  kept  covered  the  patient  need  not  be 
Body  (including  excluded.  He  should  not,  however,  take  part  in  swimming — 

Athlete’s  Foot)  nor  in  the  case  of  ringworm  of  the  feet — in  gymnastic  classes  or 

barefoot  dancing. 


VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

The  percentages  of  children  born  in  1962  who  were  immunised  at 
31st  December,  1963,  by  the  East  Sussex  Local  Health  Authority  are 
compared  with  England  and  Wales: — 


Children  Born  1962 

Diphtheria 

Whooping  Cough 

Poliomyelitis 

Local  Authority 

79 

78 

63 

England  and  Wales 

65 

64 

53 

SMALLPOX  VACCINATION 


Local  Health  Autl 

lority’s  Records 

1962 

1963 

Primary 

Revaccination 

Primary 

Revaccination 

Under  i year  ... 

222 

— 

24 

— 

I year 

48 

I 

59 

— 

2-4  years 

44 

35 

9 

6 

5-14  years 

186 

555 

— 

36 

15  years  or  over 

227 

1.377 

— 

197 

727 

1,968 

92 

239 

The  routine  vaccination  of  children  was  recently  considered  by  the 
Minister  of  Health  in  consultation  with  the  Standing  Medical  Advisory 
Committee  who  jointly  recommended  that  routine  vaccination  be 
continued  and  preferably  given  in  the  second  year. 

The  Public  Health  (Aircraft)  Regulations  have  been  amended  and 
from  ist  August,  1963,  all  travellers  coming  directly  by  air  from  local 
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infected  areas  and  endemic  areas  will  be  required  to  produce  an  inter- 
national certificate  of  vaccination. 


Medical  Officers  at  seaports  have  similar  powers  but  mainly  in 
respect  of  infected  ships. 

In  1963  there  were  15,156  more  cases  of  smallpox  recorded  through- 
out the  world  than  in  1962 ; air  transport  increases  the  risk  of  spread. 

International  Certificates  of  Vaccination  against  Smallpox  authen- 
ticated in  this  office  for  travel  abroad : — 


1961 

1962 

1963 


Primary 

30 

91 

26 


Revaccination 

189 

1,000 

242 


INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES  IN  BATTLE  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Name  and  Address  of  Centre 
Battle  : Langton  House  . . 

Beckley  : Village  Hall  . . 

Brede  and  Udimore:  Women’s 
Institute  Hall,  Brede 

Burwash:  “ Dawes,”  High  Street 

Etchingham:  Village  Hall 

Flimwell:  Village  Hall  .. 

Guestling  and  District:  Village 
Hall,  Icklesham  . . 

Hurst  Green  : Village  Hall 

Netherfield:  Scout  Hut,  Darvell 
Down 

Northiam:  Women’s  Institute  Hall 

Peasmarsh,  Iden  and  District: 
Memorial  Hall,  Peasmarsh 

Robertsbridge:  The  Institute, 

Station  Road 

Sedlescombe  : Village  Hall 

Ticehurst:  Institute  Hall 
Westfield  : Church  Hall 


Sessions 

Fourth  Tuesday  in  month. 
{Weighing  sessions  only.) 

First  Tuesday  in  month. 

{Weighing  sessions  only.) 

Second  Wednesday  in  month. 

Fourth  Thursday  in  month. 

First  Thursday  in  month. 
{Weighing  sessions  only.) 

Fourth  Tuesday  in  month. 
{Weighing  sessions  only.) 

Second  Friday  in  month. 

Third  Tuesday  in  month. 

First  Tuesday  in  month. 

{Weighing  sessions  only.) 

Third  Tuesday  in  month. 

First  Friday  in  month. 

First  and  third  Tuesdays  in  month. 

First  Thursday  in  month. 
{Weighing  sessions  only.) 

First  Wednesday  in  month. 

Third  Tuesday  in  month. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR 

THE  AREA 

(A)  Provided  by  the  East  Sussex  County  Council  under  the 
AEGIS  OF  THE  CoUNTY  MeDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

(t)  (a)  Ambulance  Service 

Battle.  Sub-station,  38  High  Street  (Telephone  Battle  2626), 
having  4 full-timers  and  2 ambulances  (including  i dual-purpose 
vehicle)  and  serving  the  parishes  of 

Ashburnham  Brightling  Etchingham  Mountfield 

Battle  Burwash  Ewhurst  Penhurst 

Bodiam  Catsfield  Hurst  Green  Salehurst 

Whatlington 


Hailsham.  Sub-station,  Grovelands  Road  (Telephone  Hailsham 
324,  8 a.m.  to  8 p.m.,  Hailsham  Telephone  Exchange  at  all 
other  times),  serving  the  parish  of  Dallington. 


Rye.  Sub-station,  Conduit  Hill  (Telephone  Rye  3395),  having  4 
full-timers  and  2 ambulances  (including  i dual-purpose  vehicle) 
and  serving  the  parishes  of 


Beckley 
Camber 
East  Guldeford 
Iden 


Icklesham 

Northiam 

Peasmarsh 

Playden 

Winchelsea  Beach 


Rye  Foreign 
Rye  Harbour 
Udimore 

Winchelsea  Town 


Hastings.  Main  Station,  Castle  Hill  Road  (Telephone  1481), 
serving  the  parishes  of 

Brede  Fairlight  Sedlescombe 

Crowhurst  Guestling  Westfield 

Pett 

Tunbridge  Wells.  Main  Station,  86a  Speldhurst  Road,  Tun- 
bridge Wells  (Telephone  23222),  serving  the  parish  of  Ticehurst 
(including  Flimwell,  Stonegate  and  Wallcrouch). 

(b)  Hospital  Car  Service 

The  Hospital  Car  Service  is  provided  by  the  joint  organisa- 
tions of  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  and  the  St.  John  Ambulance 
Brigade.  The  Area  Transport  Office  for  this  district  is  at  8 End- 
well  Road,  Bexhill-on-Sea  (Telephone  152). 

(ii)  Care  of  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers  and  Children  under  school 
age 

(iii)  Contraceptive  Advice 

Subject  to  the  limitation  that  advice  is  only  given  where 
pregnancy  or  childbirth  is  liable  to  be  injurious  to  the  health  of 
the  mother,  arrangements  are  made  for  contraceptive  advice  to  be 
given  to  married  women  at  a clinic  arranged  by  Hastings  Cor- 
poration. 
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(iv)  District  Nurses  [Midwives)  and  Health  Visitors 

(v)  Home  Help  Service 

This  service  is  much  appreciated  and  of  great  assistance  in 
avoiding  hospitalisation  and  institutionalism,  particularly  for 
those  elderly  persons  desirous  of  remaining  in  their  own  homes. 


(vi)  Infant  Welfare  Centres 

See  list  of  Centres  on  page  20. 


(vii)  Immunisation  and  V accination  Service 

Clinics  attended  by  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  were  held 
periodically  at  all  schools  and  as  follows : — 

Robertsbridge  : The  Working  First  Wednesday  in  each 
Men’s  Club  and  Institute  month,  from  11.30  to  12  noon. 


Battle:  The  Youth  Centre,  First  Wednesday  in  each 
Lower  Lake  month,  from  2 to  2.30  p.m. 


An  alteration  in  this  programme  is  contemplated  for  1964. 


B.C.G.  Vaccination  sessions  against  tuberculosis  are  held  at 
schools  for  children  aged  13  years  attended  by  an  Assistant  County 
Medical  Officer. 


(viii)  Mental  Health  Service 

(ix)  Registration  of  Nursing  Homes 

There  are  three  efficiently-conducted  registered  private 
Nursing  Homes  in  this  District  (33  beds  available). 

(x)  School  Dental  Service 

(xi)  School  Medical  Service  [*routine  medical  examinations  including  the 
assessment  of  handicapped  pupils) 

*Delegated  duties  to  your  District  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  also  acts  as 
School  Medical  Officer. 


(B)  Provided  by  the  East  Sussex  County  Council  Welfare 
Department 

Homes  for  the  Aged 

Furze  House,  Flimwell,  Ticehurst 
Grey  Friars,  Winchelsea. 
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(C)  Hospitals 

The  following  are  the  main  hospitals  providing  accommodation  and 
treatment  for  residents  in  the  Battle  Rural  District : 

Darvell  Hall  Hospital,  Robertsbridge. 

Battle  Hospital,  Battle. 

Memorial  Hospital,  Rye  Foreign. 

Isolation  Hospital,  Tunbridge  Wells. 

Royal  East  Sussex  Hospital,  Hastings  (including  V.D.  Clinic). 

Mount  Pleasant  Isolation  Hospital,  Hastings. 

St.  Helen’s  Hospital,  Hastings. 

Fernbank  Maternity  Nursing  Home,  Hastings. 

Buchanan  Hospital,  St.  Leonards-on-Sea. 

Eversfield  Chest  Hospital,  St.  Leonards-on-Sea. 

St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Eastbourne. 

Princess  Alice  Hospital,  Eastbourne. 

Gildredge  Isolation  Hospital,  Eastbourne. 

Bexhill  Hospital,  Bexhill-on-Sea. 

Hellingly  Hospital,  Hellingly. 

Pembury  Hospital,  Pembury. 

Kent  and  Sussex  Hospital,  Tunbridge  Wells. 

Homoeopathic  Hospital,  Tunbridge  Wells. 

Cottage  Hospital,  Hawkhurst. 

Hill  House,  Rye  Foreign. 

Administered  by  the  South-East  Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital 
Board  through  their  respective  Hospital  Management  Committees. 

Blood  Transfusion  Service 

The  National  Blood  Transfusion  Service  visits  Battle 
periodically. 

Stamped  addressed  leaflets  for  volunteer  donors  are  available 
at  this  Council’s  Offices. 

(D)  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  is  a free  national  laboratory 
service  designed  to  assist  all  those  concerned  in  the  diagnosis,  prevention 
and  control  of  communicable  diseases.  The  benefits  are  not  limited  by 
health  authority,  hospital  region  or  other  administrative  boundary. 
These  facilities  are  available  to  all  doctors,  both  for  the  submission  of 
specimens  and  for  consultation. 

Gamma  globulin,  prepared  from  pooled  plasma  from  normal 
healthy  adults  by  the  Lister  Institute  for  the  Ministry  of  Health,  is 
distributed  to  doctors  in  England  and  Wales  through  laboratories  of  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  Service.  Requests  for  supplies,  which  are 
restricted,  should  be  made  personally  to  Doctor  J.  E.  Jameson,  Director, 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  Royal  Sussex  County  Hospital,  Brighton 
(Telephone  Brighton  63506). 
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Usual  Dosage 

1,500  mg.  divided 
into  2 doses  (one 
in  each  buttock). 
(No  need  for  refrigera- 
tion.) 

Protection  is  immediate  providing  no  rash  has  appeared 
and  lasts  two  to  three  weeks,  no  side  effects.  Optimum 
prevention  is  up  to  first  week  after  exposure. 


Disease  Available  for 

Rubella  Women  exposed  to  infection  in  the 
first  four  months  of  pregnancy. 


Measles 


(i)  Children  suffering  from  intercurrent  Under  2 years — 250 
illness  or  living  in  a poor  envir-  mg.  (preventive 
onment  for  whom  an  attack  of  dose), 
measles  would  be  dangerous. 


(ii)  All  older  children  needing  prophy- 
laxis. 


An  attenuating  dose 
of  250  mg. 


A small  stock  of  gamma  globulin  prepared  from  blood  of  persons 
recently  vaccinated  against  smallpox  is  held  for  the  treatment  of  cases  of 
generalised  vaccinia,  accidental  vaccinal  infections  endangering  the  eye 
and  in  special  circumstances,  for  the  protection  of  unvaccinated  small- 
pox contacts. 

Other  types  of  vaccine,  anti-toxins  and  serums  are  not  in  stock,  but 
information  may  be  obtained  from  the  Director. 

I am  obliged  to  Doctor  Jameson  and  his  staff  for  their  willing  help 
at  all  times. 


(E)  National  Assistance  Act,  1948 

(i)  Section  47.'  Removal  to  suitable  Premises  of  Persons  in  Need  of  Care 
and  Attention 

On  3rd  December,  1963,  I felt  compelled  to  take  action  under 
this  section  of  the  Act  and  arranged  for  an  old  lady  aet  83  years  to 
be  admitted  to  hospital. 

She  was  living  alone  in  an  isolated  country  cottage  and 
receiving  occasional  help  from  a neighbour. 

She  became  increasingly  incapacitated  and  neglected,  and  in 
consultation  with  her  private  doctor  it  was  decided  that  she  should 
be  removed  to  hospital  for  more  regular  care  and  attention. 

She  settled  down  quite  well  and  subsequently  arrangements 
were  made  for  her  to  be  admitted  to  a private  nursing  home. 

(ii)  Section  50 : Burial  or  Cremation  of  the  Dead 

Action  was  necessary  in  the  case  of  two  persons  where  the 
relatives  were  unable  to  pay  the  funeral  costs. 
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(F)  Home  Physiotherapy  Service 

The  Home  Physiotherapy  Service  continues  to  provide 
qualified  physiotherapists  with  completely  equipped  vans  for 
treatment  of  the  incapacitated. 

There  are  four  vans  operating  in  this  District  and  the  cost  of 
maintaining  one  physiotherapist  and  van  is  estimated  at  £1,350 
per  annum. 

This  charitable  service  is  fully  employed  and  much  appreciated  by 

patients  who  are  accepted  for  treatment  on  referral  by  their  medical 

practitioners  or  hospital  consultants. 

(G)  National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children 

Liaison  maintained. 

(H)  Family  Planning  Association 

Designed  to  advise  married  people  on  the  spacing  and  limit- 
ation of  families,  including  involuntary  sterility  and  minor 
gynaecological  ailments. 

The  nearest  clinic  is  at  Acacia  Villa,  357  Seaside,  Eastbourne 
(Telephone  Eastbourne  6788). 

(I)  Marriage  Guidance  Council 

Problems  related  to  marital  relationships.  Appointments 
Secretary,  Hastings  and  District,  Telephone  Hastings  6162. 

(J)  Eastern  Co-ordination  Committee 

This  Committee  is  composed  of  representatives  from  National, 
Local  Government  and  voluntary  bodies,  covering  the  Local 
Authority  areas  of  Battle  and  Hailsham  Rural  Districts  and  the 
Boroughs  of  Rye  and  Bexhill. 

It  is  concerned  with  the  care  of  children  in  families  where 
conditions  may  be  adverse. 

The  Children’s  Officer  of  the  East  Sussex  County  Council  is 
thus  mainly  concerned  but  all  members  use  their  best  endeavours 
to  arrive  at  a reasonable  solution  in  each  case. 

Your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  a member  of  this  Committee, 
which  meets  monthly  at  Bexhill  Town  Hall. 

(K)  Meals  on  Wheels 

There  are  two  well  organised  schemes  serving  the  following 
parishes: — 

(a)  Burwash  Weald  and  Burwash  (Burwash  Weald  Old 
People’s  Welfare  Association) 

(b)  Winchelsea,  Winchelsea  Beach  and  Rye  Harbour 
(Women’s  Voluntary  Service) 

A third  scheme  was  initiated  on  6th  October,  1963,  by  the 
W.V.S.  serving  Battle  Town,  providing  20-25  hot  meals  twice 
weekly. 

These  agencies  provided  more  than  2,000  meals  in  the  year. 
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Tlie  regular  contact  with  the  individual  voluntary  worker 
delivering  the  rneal  is  much  appreciated  by  the  recipient.  This 
service  makes  a significant  contribution  to  the  physical  well-being 
and  mental  health  of  the  elderly,  who  in  many  cases,  live  isolated 
and  lonely  lives. 

Further  schemes  are  being  planned  for  1964. 

FOOD  HYGIENE 

The  appointment  of  an  additional  Public  Health  Inspector  in  July, 
1962,  has  made  it  possible  for  more  effective  concentration  on  food 
premises  as  indicated  by  the  following  table: — 


1962 

1963 

Total  number  of  food  premises  in  Battle  Rural  District 

419 

433 

Number  fully  inspected  ... 

64 

230 

Informal  notices  served  ... 

24 

52 

Notices  complied  with  by  the  end  of  the  year 

10 

15 

These  inspections  are  of  paramount  importance  in  raising  and 
maintaining  our  standards  of  food  hygiene.  This  ensures  that  the 
inhabitants  and  visitors  to  this  attractive  area  will  not  suffer  adverse 
effects  from  patronising  our  catering  establishments. 

Any  lack  of  adequate  facilities  for  providing  a wholesome  supply  of 
food  is  immediately  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  owner.  The  opportunity 
is  also  taken  to  emphasise  the  necessity  for  observing  the  rules  of 
personal  cleanliness  at  all  times  and  in  particular,  when  handling  food. 


Shops  Classified  According  to  their  Main  Trades 
Grocers  and  General  Provisions 
Butchers 
Fishmongers 
Greengrocers 

Confectionery  and  Sweets 
Cafes  with  Cake  Shops 
Cake  and  Bread  Shops 
Shops  selling  Milk 
Bakehouses 

Licensed  Premises  (Hotels  and  Inns) 

Hotels,  Guest  Houses  and  Cafes  . . 

Canteens  (Industrial,  etc.) 

Schools 

(a)  Private  (Boarding  and  Day) 

(b)  East  Sussex  County  Council  (Day) 

(c)  E.S.C.C.  Boarding  Annexes 
Hospitals 

(a)  Regional  Hospital  Board 

(b)  Private 
Nursing  Homes 
Homes  for  the  Aged 

Food  Preserving  Premises  (Jam  Making) 

Poultry  Killing  Establishment 
Egg  Packing  Station 


135 

26 

5 

6 
18 

4 

5 

3 

6 

89 

70 

4 

15 

27 
2 

4 

1 

4 

2 

3 

I 

I 
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Registered  Food  Premises 

Premises  Registered  under  Section  i6  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1955 

Ice  Cream 

No.  of  premises  on  Register  at  end  of  1962. . . . . . 162 

New  registrations  during  1963  . . . . . . . . 14 

Ice  cream  is  not  manufactured  within  the  District  and  shops 
sell  the  wrapped  product. 

Sausages 

No.  of  premises  on  Register  at  end  of  1962 . . . . . . 14 

New  registrations  during  1963  . . . . . . . . 4 

Sausage  making  is  mainly  confined  to  butchers’  shops. 

Preserved  foods 

No.  of  premises  on  Register  at  end  of  1962 . . . . . . 4 

New  registrations  during  1963  . . . . . . . . 2 

Inspections  of  Registered  Food  Premises 

There  were  79  inspections  of  registered  food  premises  during 
the  year. 

A Purveyor  of  Unsound  Meat 

In  1962  I reported  the  case  of  a butcher  selling  unsound  meat 
because  of  his  lack  of  appreciation  of  the  consequences  of  his  actions. 

Regular  supervision  has  been  exercised  throughout  the  year  but  he 
has  only  just  remained  within  the  law.  His  hygiene  is  suspect  and  sur- 
veillance will  need  to  be  continued. 

Slaughterhouses 

There  are  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  Brede,  Icklesham,  Salehurst 
and  Ticehurst. 

They  do  not  comply  with  the  standards  laid  down  in  the  Slaughter- 
house Act,  1958,  and  all  will  close  on  the  appointed  day. 

Hastings  County  Borough,  the  Boroughs  of  Bexhill  and  Rye,  and 
the  Rural  District  of  Battle  have  combined  to  construct  and  maintain  a 
slaughterhouse  in  Hastings.  Building  will  commence  in  early  1964. 

Condemned  Foods 

Certificates  are  issued  when  required,  food  is  then  either  removed  to 
the  Council’s  refuse  tip,  or  stained  and  subsequently  used  in  soap  making, 
etc. 


INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 

Food  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption 

During  the  year  the  undermentioned  foodstuffs  were  found  to  be 
unfit  for  human  consumption: — 

Beef  . . . . 12J  lb.  Tinned  meat  . . 56  lb. 

Lamb  . . . . 12  lb.  Wet  fish  . . . . 14  lb. 

Pork  . . . . 82  lb. 

In  addition,  262  ducklings  and  208  chickens  were  damaged  by  fire. 
The  contents  of  a deep  freeze  cabinet  fully  stocked  with  frozen 
foods  became  defrosted  due  to  an  electrical  failure  and  the  entire  stock  of 
varied  foodstuffs  was  declared  unfit. 
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Meat  Condemned  at  Slaughterhouses  Carcase  Meat  Offal 
Beef  . . . . . . . . 39  lb-  i66  lb. 

Mutton  and  lamb  . . . . 69  lb.  4 lb. 

Pork  . . . . . . . . 10  lb.  51  lb. 


CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED  IN  WHOLE 

OR  IN  PART 


Beasts 

Exclud- 

ing 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  and  inspected . . 

244 

— 

2 

218 

209 

— 

All  diseases  except  T.B.  and 
Cysticerci  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

■ . 





■ 



Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

17 

— 

— 

3 

9 

— 

% of  number  inspected  affec- 
ted with  disease  . . 

6.93% 

— 

— 

1-38% 

4-3% 

— 

T uberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

% of  number  inspected  affec- 
ted with  T.B. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cysticercosis  : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

2 

— 







___ 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 
ment by  refrigeration 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally  con- 
demned 

_ 











Meat  Inspection  Regulations,  1963 

The  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  and  the  Minister  of 
Health  made  Regulations  to  ensure  that  all  local  authorities  will  provide 
a full  service  of  meat  inspection  suited  to  the  requirements  of  public 
health  and  of  the  meat  trade.  The  Regulations  require  that  all  home- 
killed  meat  shall  be  inspected  and  marked  by  local  authorities,  and  that 
meat  shall  not  be  removed  from  slaughterhouses  uninspected. 

To  finance  this,  the  Regulations  empower  local  authorities  to  make 
charges  for  meat  inspection. 

It  was  agreed  by  this  Council  to  levy  charges  as  from  ist  October, 
1963,  as  follows : — 

2/6d.  for  a bullock,  cow  or  other  bovine  not  being  a calf. 

qd.  for  a pig  or  calf. 

6d.  for  a sheep,  lamb  or  goat. 

The  scale  of  charges  was  advertised  in  accordance  with  the 
Regulations. 
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MILK  PRODUCTION 

Tuberculin  Tested  and  non-designated  farms  in  Battle  Rural  District; 


Tuberculin 

Tested  Milk 

Non-desigi 

lated  Milk 

Farms 

Percentage 

Farms 

Percentage 

1956 

239 

67-51 

115 

32.49 

1957 

281 

81.21 

65 

18.79 

1958 

309 

91.42 

29 

8.58 

1959 

327 

95-34 

16 

4.66 

i960 

319 

97-25 

9 

2-75 

1961 

319 

98.76 

4 

1.24 

1962 

294 

98.7 

4 

1-3 

1963  

286 

99.3 

2 

0-7 

The  reduced  number  of  milk  producing  farms  is  due  in  some 
measure  to  the  creation  of  larger  units.  Milk  production  has  not  been 
affected. 


Samples  of  Milk  Submitted  for  Biological  Examination  from 


Tuberculin  Tested  (T.T.)  Cattle 

Number  of  samples  taken. . ..  ..  ..  ..  . . lo 

Number  negative  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  . . . . . . . . lo 

Number  positive  for  Brucella  Abortus  . . . . . . . . i 

Number  tested  for  antibiotics  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Number  tested  for  antiobiotics  and  found  to  be  satisfactory  . . 3 


All  milk,  both  pasteurised  and  raw,  produced  in  England  and  Wales, 
will  in  future  come  from  attested  herds  which  have  been  subjected  to 
Tuberculin  testing. 

Human  brucellosis  (Undulant  fever)  is  predominantly  milk-borne 
and  so  the  drinking  of  raw  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  can  be  a potential 
hazard  to  health. 

When  brucellosis  is  isolated  from  a particular  cow,  the  farmer  is 
ordered  to  send  that  milk  for  pasteurisation,  thus  removing  the  pos- 
sibility of  infection.  The  farmer  can,  without  let  or  hindrance,  sell  this 
cow  on  the  open  market  and  need  not  disclose  its  infectivity.  This 
sequence  of  events  contributed  to  a severe  outbreak  of  undulant  fever  in 
another  county  when  an  infected  Guernsey  was  unwittingly  introduced 
into  a herd  of  24  Guernseys  who  were  supplying  raw  milk  for  retail  sale. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  much  undisclosed  illness  is  caused  by 
drinking  raw  milk.  Legislation  could  avoid  this  mode  of  dissemination 
of  disease  but  the  Central  Authority  seems  curiously  loath  to  take  action. 

Eradication  of  brucellosis  in  cows  is  possible  and  has  been  achieved 
in  Scandinavia.  Apart  from  limiting  ill  health,  this  could  result  in  a 
saving  to  the  farming  community  of  England  and  Wales  of  an  estimated 
£16,000,000  per  year. 
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Antibiotics  in  Milk 

The  giving  of  antibiotics  to  cows  results  in  some  excretion  in  the 
milk,  this  could  be  dangerous  to  health  and  would  not  be  in  accordance 
with  the  warranty  that  the  milk  should  be  pure. 

Incoming  milk  to  dairies  will  in  future  be  tested  for  antibiotics, 
laboratory  staffs  are  being  trained  in  the  techniques  of  testing,  facilities 
are  as  yet  not  universal. 

By  arrangement  with  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  all 
milk  submitted  by  this  Department  for  biological  testing  will  addition- 
ally be  subjected  to  a test  for  antibiotics. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

On  the  31st  December,  1963,  there  were  three  Statutory  Under- 
takings supplying  water  of  a high  standard  of  purity  and  adequate 
quantity.  All  water  for  domestic  use  was  treated  and  chlorinated.  No 
bacteriological  reports  on  raw  water  were  made  available  to  this 
authority. 

None  of  the  water  supplied  to  Battle  Rural  District  is  plumbo 
solvent. 


Undertaking  Parishes 

Eastbourne  Waterworks  Company  ...  Ashburnham,  Battle,  Beckley,  Bodiam, 

part  of  Brede,  Brightling,  Burwash, 
Catsfield,  Crowhurst,  Dallington,  Etch- 
ingham,  Ewhurst,  Hurst  Green,  Iden, 
Mountfield,  Northiam  (part),  Peasmarsh, 
Playden,  Rye  Foreign,  Salehurst,  Sedles- 
combe,  Ticehurst,  Whatlington. 

Hastings  Corporation  ...  ...  ...  Brede  (part).  Camber,  East  Guldeford, 

Fairlight,  Guestling  (part),  Icklesham 
including  Winchelsea  Beach,  Winchelsea 
Town  and  Rye  Harbour,  Pett,  Udimore 
and  Westfield. 

Mid-Kent  Water  Company  Northiam  (part). 


Extensions  to  Existing  Schemes. 

The  following  minor  extensions  were  completed  during  1963 : — 


Parish 

Area 

Properties 

Guestling 

. . Chowns  Hill 

..  9 

Guestling 

. . Three  Oaks  to  Lidham  Hill 

..  18 

Hurst  Green 

Merriments  Lane 

..  6 

Pett 

Chick  Hill  Brook,  Pett  Level  . . 

. . 28 

Salehurst 

. . Poppinghole  Lane 

2 
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Fluoride  Content  of  Main  Water  Supplies. 

(a)  Eastbourne  Waterworks  Company 

This  Water  Company  utilises  five  sources  for  supplying 
Battle  Rural  District  and  their  respective  fluoride  contents  are 
given  below: — 


(b)  Hastings  Corporation 

The  fluoride  content  of  water  supplied  from  the  Brede 
Treatment  works  is  o.i  p.p.m. 

(c)  Mid-Kent  Water  Company 

The  fluoride  content  of  the  water  supplied  to  Northiam 
from  Goudhurst  Pumping  Station  is  approximately  o.i  p.p.m. 

All  these  main  supplies  fall  below  the  optimum  level  of  i part  per 
million  which  is  advised  by  leading  authorities  as  being  necessary 
to  prevent  the  deca3'’  of  teeth  in  the  young  child. 

In  July,  1963,  this  Council  (with  one  dissentient)  passed  a recom- 
mendation to  the  East  Sussex  County  Council  in  favour  of  the  fluorid- 
ation of  water  supplies  and  that  they  be  asked  to  make  the  necessary 
arrangements  with  the  Water  Undertakers  for  this  to  be  done. 

The  County  Council  replied  in  November  1963  that  they  were 
deferring  a decision  until  the  outcome  of  an  action  against  Watford 
Borough  Council  was  known. 


Private  Piped  Supply 

Toot  Rock,  Pett  Level 

It  is  hoped  that  the  negotiations  now  in  progress  with  Hastings 
Corporation  will  result  in  the  whole  of  this  area  being  absorbed  within 
the  Hastings  Statutory  area  thus  ensuring  an  adequate  supply  of  water 
for  the  54  properties. 


Station 

Powdermill,  Battle 
Burwash 

Hazard’s  Green,  Ninfield 
Sweet  Willow  Wood,  Ninfield 
Sedlescombe 


Fluoride  as  F p.p.m. 
less  than  0.1 

O.I 

. . O.I 
less  than  0.1 
. . . . . . 0.4 
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DISTRIBUTION  OF  PIPED  WATER  SUPPLIES— DOMESTIC 
PROPERTIES  CONNECTED  TO  THE  MAIN 


Properties 

Population 

1961 

1963 

1962 

1961 

i960 

Census 

Eastbouyne  W aterworks  Company 

Ashburnham 

65 

64 

64 

63 

312 

Battle 

1,664 

1.633 

1.631 

1.596 

4.517 

Beckley 

242 

221 

202 

168 

931 

Bodiam 

129 

129 

129 

130 

404 

Brede — see  also  (a)  below  . . . 

4 

2 

— 

— 

I, on  (a) 

Brightling  ... 

66 

64 

61 

58 

373 

Burwash 

646 

632 

627 

616 

1.998 

Catsfield 

205 

203 

203 

203 

710 

Crowhurst  ... 

224 

219 

207 

204 

639 

Dallington  ... 

84 

83 

82 

79 

288 

Etchingham 

238 

235 

233 

231 

674 

Ewhurst 

210 

204 

202 

186 

799 

Hurst  Green 

280 

275 

269 

268 

767 

Iden 

I2I 

115 

114 

107 

417 

Mountfield  ... 

130 

129 

129 

115 

543 

Northiam — see  also  (b)  below 

51 

45 

43 

25 

1.445  (b) 

Peasmarsh  ... 

202 

190 

186 

138 

783 

Playden 

97 

95 

94 

90 

359 

Rye  Foreign 

61 

61 

60 

51 

419 

Salehurst  ... 

618 

596 

566 

559 

^.717 

Sedlescombe 

280 

270 

268 

239 

991 

Ticehurst  ... 

917 

903 

897 

881 

2,840 

Whatlington 

95 

93 

93 

88 

333 

Hastings  Corporation 

Brede — see  also  (a)  above 

363 

345 

316 

287 

1,01 1 (a) 

Camber 

251 

247 

236 

232 

432 

East  Guldeford 

15 

15 

13 

13 

90 

Guestling*  ... 

1,016 

953 

895 

742 

2,562 

Ickleshamf 

876 

841 

771 

738 

1.974 

Udimore 

102 

92 

69 

63 

393 

Westfield  ... 

578 

563 

538 

502 

1.779 

Mid-Kent  Water  Company 

Northiam — see  also  (b)  above 

486 

478 

474 

475 

1.445  (b) 

10,306 

9.995 

9.672 

9.147 

30,560 

*Including  the  parishes  of  Pett,  Fairlight  and  that  part  of  Guestling  known  as  Three 
Oaks. 

flncluding  Winchelsea  Town,  Winchelsea  Beach  and  Rye  Harbour. 
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Sampling  of  Public  Supplies 

The  following  table  summarises  the  results  of  sampling  public 
supplies : 


Type 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Total 

(a)  Samples  taken  by  the  Council : 
Toot,  Rock,  Pett  Level 

Bacteriological 

8 

8 

Chemical  and 
Bacteriological 

I 



I 

Eastbourne  Waterworks  Com- 
pany; 

Northiam 

Bacteriological 

I 

I 

Whatlington ... 

Bacteriological 

I 

— 

I 

Hastings  Corporation : 
Icklesham  ... 

Bacteriological 

I 

■ 

I 

Win chelsea  Beach  ... 

Bacteriological 

1 

— 

I 

Mid-Kent  Water  Company; 
Northiam 

Bacteriological 

2 

— 

2 

(b)  Reports  received  from  Statutory 
Undertakings : 

Eastbourne  Waterworks  Com- 
pany; 

Powdermill  Lane,  Battle  ... 

Bacteriological 

17 

17 

Chemical  and 
Bacteriological 

I 

I 

Burwash 

Bacteriological 

8* 

— 

8 

Chemical  and 
Bacteriological 

2* 



2 

Sedlescombe 

Bacteriological 

17 

— 

17 

Chemical  and 
Bacteriological 

3 

- 

3 

Hastings  Corporation; 
Baldslow  Reservoir... 

Bacteriological 

2 

- — 

2 

Fairlight  Reservoir ... 

Bacteriological 

8 

— 

8 

Mid-Kent  Water  Company; 
Northiam 

Chemical  and 
Bacteriological 

I 

— 

I 

*High  manganese  content. 


Manganese  content,  Crowhurst  Bridge,  Burwash 

The  Eastbourne  Waterworks  Company  reported  on  25th  Febniary, 
1963,  that  “two  years  of  low  rainfall  coupled  with  the  present  long 
drought  have  lowered  the  water  table  and  increased  the  proportion  of 
manganese  in  the  raw  water.  An  order  was  therefore  placed  early  in 
December,  1962,  for  an  additional  settling  tank  in  order  to  eliminate  the 
manganese  more  effectively”. 

It  is  hoped  for  early  completion. 


34 


WATER  SAMPLES  TAKEN  FROM  NEW  AND  SUSPECT  SOURCES 


Wells 

Springs 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Beckley 

I 

2 

— 

Brightling  ...  

I 

— ■ 

— 

— 

Burwash 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Catsfield 

3 

I 

— 

— 

Ewhurst 

— 

— 

I 

Fairlight 

— 

2 

— 

I 

Mountfield  ... 

— 

I 

— 

— 

Northiam  

I 

I 

2 

I 

Peasmarsh  ... 

I 

— 

— 

— 

Penhurst 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Salehurst 

It 

I* 

2 

I 

Ticehurst 

I 

5 

— 

— 

Udimore 

I 

2 

— 

— 

Westfield 

I 

— 

— 

— 

Winchelsea  Beach  ... 

— 

I 

- 

— 

Totals 

II 

20 

4 

6 

fSource  is  a lake. 

*Pond  used  only  as  emergency  supply  when  well  runs  dry.  Will  be  connected  to 
the  main  in  1964. 
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SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


Battle  (sewering  of  outlying  parts  of  the  parish  and  recon- 
struction OF  Battle  Town  Sewage  Disposal  Works) 

Tenders  were  received  and  approved.  Work  commenced  in  Septem- 
ber, 1963. 


Beckley 

In  November,  1963,  the  scheme  was  approved  in  principle  by  the 
Minister  but  before  tenders  were  invited,  further  technical  details  were 
required. 


Catsfield 

Work  commenced  in  July,  1963,  and  progress  was  satisfactory 
throughout  the  year. 

Etchingham  and  Hurst  Green 

Detailed  drawings  were  nearing  completion  towards  the  end  of  the 
year. 


Fairlight,  Treatment  Works  (Remedial  Works) 

In  November,  1963,  an  outside  contractor  was  given  the  contract 
under  the  direction  of  the  Council’s  Surveyor  and  Engineer. 


ICKLESHAM  TREATMENT  WORKS 

It  was  reported  that  these  works  would  need  further  additions  to 
cope  with  the  increased  population . 


WiNCHELSEA  BeACH 

Consultants  were  instructed  to  prepare  a scheme  for  additional 
works  at  Castle  Farm,  Winchelsea  Beach. 


Farm  Effluent 

Discharge  of  farm  effluent  into  main  sewage  works  was  discussed  in 
great  detail  and  it  was  decided  that  each  individual  case  should  be 
considered  on  its  merits. 


Future  Sewerage  Schemes 

The  Surveyor  and  Engineer  was  instructed  to  proceed  with  the 
preparation  of  the  schemes  for  Guestling  and  West  Pett. 
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CESSPOOL  EMPTYING  SERVICE 
NUMBER  OF  LOADS  REMOVED 


r 

rivate  1 

Properties 

L 

ocal  Authority 

Total 

i960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

i960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

i960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

January 

99 

120 

149 

74 

12 

18 

12 

9 

III 

138 

I6I 

83 

February 

no 

149 

173 

III 

'Lj 

10 

6 

7 

124 

159 

179 

118 

March  . . 

158 

240 

165 

210 

16 

20 

12 

26 

174 

260 

177 

236 

April 

145 

226 

189 

254 

14 

10 

17 

20 

159 

236 

206 

274 

May 

. . 

156 

222 

292 

286 

8 

18 

ro 

22 

164 

240 

302 

308 

June 

153 

193 

207 

204 

28 

19 

13 

21 

181 

212 

220 

325 

July  . . 

157 

238 

241 

307 

31 

21 

50 

26 

188 

259 

291 

333 

August  . . 

236 

205 

247 

242 

34 

32 

19 

43 

270 

235 

266 

285 

September 

163 

l88 

233 

246 

18 

33 

24 

16 

I81 

221 

257 

262 

October . . 

124 

148 

210 

179 

13 

II 

17 

9 

137 

159 

227 

188 

November 

. . 

168 

169 

201 

218 

9 

9 

18 

7 

177 

178 

219 

225 

December 

X18 

107 

113 

151 

25 

15 

8 

9 

143 

122 

I2I 

160 

Totals 

1.787 

2,205 

2,420 

2,582 

222 

216 

206 

215 

2,009 

2,421 

2,626 

2,797 

The  increasing  demand  in  the  private  sector  reflects  the  great 
activity  in  house  building  and  pinpoints  those  areas  where  sewerage 
schemes  are  not  yet  available  or  even  envisaged. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION 

The  tremendous  increase  in  wrapped  foods  of  all  kinds  has  con- 
tributed to  the  clamour  for  weekly  collections,  hotels  and  catering 
establishments  are  particularly  affected.  A contributory  factor  being 
the  change-over  from  solid  fuel  appliances  to  oil,  electricity  or  gas  for 
central  heating  and  cooking  purposes.  Many  households  do  not  now 
possess  fireplaces  and  are  therefore  unable  to  bum  waste. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  enlarged  refuse  tip  at  Brede  will  allow  a weekly 
collection  in  Wincheslea  Town. 

The  above  comments  are  similar  to  those  given  in  my  Annual 
Report,  1962,  they  are  still  applicable  but  with  increased  emphasis  on  the 
need  for  a weekly  collection  in  the  built-up  areas  throughout  the  District. 


Salvage 


The  results  of  the  year’s  collection  are  summarised  below ; 


Material 

Tons 

Cwt. 

Qr- 

Lh. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Mixed  wastepaper 

175 

9 

3 

0 

1,121 

10 

2 

Ferrous  metal . . 

5 

15 

I 

0 

46 

2 

0 

Non-ferrous  metals  . . 

2 

7 

2 

I 

219 

10 

0 

Rags  . . 

7 

19 

0 

13 

136 

13 

6 

191 

II 

2 

14 

;£i.523 

15 

8 
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LITTER  ACT,  1958 

100  litter  bins  on  the  coastal  strip  from  Pett  Level  to  Camber  and 
20  street  bins  in  Camber  were  sited  at  focal  points. 

Beach  wardens  were  employed  to  pick  up  litter  and  a full-time 
driver  with  a van  visited  each  bin  at  least  every  two  days  with  special 
attention  at  Bank  Holidays. 

This  comprehensive  scheme  for  litter  clearance  from  the  coastal 
areas  continued  from  May  till  October,  1963,  the  resultant  cleanliness 
was  appreciated. 

Main  Highways 

The  East  Sussex  County  Council  as  Highway  Authority  provided 
approximately  25  litter  bins  on  lay-byes  on  trunk  roads  in  Battle  Rural 
District. 

Bin  clearance  was  incorporated  in  this  Authority’s  refuse  collection 
scheme. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES  IN  BATTLE  RURAL  DISTRICT 

Public  conveniences  with  wash-basins  are  provided  by  the 
Council  at: 

The  Abbey  Green,  Battle, 

Camber,  East, 

Camber,  Central, 

Camber,  West, 

Pett  Level, 

Winchelsea  Beach. 

By  arrangement  with  the  brewers,  the  Council  contribute  to  the 
cost  of  the  public  conveniences  at  the  New  Inn,  Winchelsea  Town. 

THE  RENT  ACT,  1957 

Part  I — Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair 

(1)  Number  of  applications  for  certificates  . . . . . . Nil 

(2)  Number  of  decisions  not  to  issue  certificates  . . . . . . Nil 

(3)  Number  of  decisions  to  issue  certificates: 

[a)  in  respect  of  some,  but  not  all  defects  . . . . . . Nil 

{b)  in  respect  of  aU  defects  . . . . . . . . . . Nil 

(4)  Number  of  undertakings  given  by  landlords  under  paragraph  5 

of  the  First  Schedule  . . . . . . . . . . Nil 

(5)  Number  of  undertakings  refused  by  Local  Authority  under 

proviso  to  paragraph  5 of  the  First  Schedule  . . . . Nil 

(6)  Number  of  certificates  issued  . . . . . . . . . . Nil 

Part  II — Applications  for  Cancellation  of  Certificates 

(7)  Applications  by  landlords  to  Local  Authority  for  cancellation 

of  certificates  . . . . . . . . . . . . Nil 

(8)  Objections  by  tenants  to  cancellation  of  certificates . . . . Nil 

(9)  Decisions  by  Local  Authority  to  cancel  in  spite  of  tenants’ 

objections  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nil 

(10)  Certificates  cancelled  by  Local  Authority  . . . . . . Nil 
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HOUSING 

The  following  information  is  in  accordance  with  the  requirements 

of  the  Ministry  of  Health : 

1.  Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year 

(i)  (fl)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  the  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 316 

{b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  this  purpose  . . 1,429 

(ii)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub- 

head (i)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925, 
and  1932  . . . . . . . . . . . . 131 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  this  purpose  . . 480 

(iii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  . . . . . . . . . . 19 

(iv)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  . . . . . . . . . . . . 236 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of  Formal 

Notices 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authori- 
ity  or  their  officers  . . . . . . . . . . 41 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year 

{A)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1957: 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  . . . . Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notices : 

{a)  By  owners  . . . . . . . . . . Nil 

(6)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . . Nil 

(iii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  acquired  and  subsequently 

rendered  fit  by  the  Local  Authority  . . . . . . Nil 

{B)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts: 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  . . 3 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  (by  Local 
Authority)  . . . . . . . . . . . . Nil 
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(iii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  (by  owners) . . 3 

(C)  Proceedings  under  Section  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957 : 

(i)  Number  of  Representations,  etc.,  made  in  respect  of 

dwelling-houses  unfit  for  human  habitation . . . . 14 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  . . . . . . Nil 

(iii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  . . . . . . . . . . 9 

(iv)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  closed  in  pursuance  of 

undertakings  accepted  from  owners  . . . . . . 3 

(v)  Number  of  dwelhng-houses  demolished  which  were 

the  subject  of  Undertakings  . . . , . . . . 7 

(vi)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  under- 
takings were  accepted  from  owners  which  have  since 
been  made  fit  . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 

[D)  Proceedings  under  Section  18  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957:  . . Nil 

(£)  Proceedings  under  Section  24  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957. 

Demohtion  Orders  revoked  following  reconstruction  . . 2 

HOUSING— IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

Discretionary  Grants  are  given  at  the  discretion  of  the  local  council 
whereby  up  to  half  the  estimated  cost  of  a wide  range  of  impiovements 
may  be  paid,  subject  to  a maximum  grant  of  £400. 

Discretionary  Grants 

Applications  received 
Apphcations  withdrawn  . . 

Apphcations  refused  (unsuitable  properties) 

Applications  under  consideration 
Properties  approved  for  Grant  , . 

Analysis  of  the  52  Approved  Properties: 

Owner/occupier  . . . . . . . . . . . . 26 

Dwelhngs  for  agricultural  workers  . . . . . . . . 12 

Occupied  by  statutory  tenants  or  vacant  and  intended  for 
letting  . . . . . . . . . . . , . . 14 

In  the  present  year  the  ratio  is  50%  owner  occupied  and  50% 
tenanted  properties,  which  is  indicative  of  the  sense  of  obligation  of 
landlords  in  raising  their  tenants’  standard  of  living. 

In  1962  the  ratio  of  “owner/occupied”  was  42%  and  tenanted 
properties  58%. 

Total  amount  of  Discretionary  grants  approved 

in  1963:  ..  ;£i8,305  os.  lod. 

Average  grant  per  dwelling  . . . . . . £352  os.  3d. 

Number  of  applications  approved  and  completed  in  1963:  . . 6 

Number  of  applications  approved  in  previous  years  and  com- 
pleted in  1963 : . . . . . . . . . . • • 55 


73 

II 

7 

3 

52 
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Standard  Grants  enable  house  owners  and  certain  leaseholders  to 
obtain,  as  a right,  half  the  cost,  up  to  a maximum  grant  of  £1$$,  of 
providing  five  basic  amenities — a bath  or  shower  in  a bathroom,  a 
wash-hand  basin,  a water  closet,  a hot-water  supply  and  a food  store. 


Standard  Grants 

Applications  received  . . . . . . . . . . . . 44 

Applications  withdrawn  . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Applications  refused  (unsuitable  properties)  . . . . . . 3 

Properties  approved  for  Grants  . . . . . . . . . . 36 

Total  amount  of  Standard  Grants  approved  in  1963  . . ;^5.045 

38  properties  were  provided  with  the  following  amenities  at  a total 


cost  of  £4,683  los.  lod. 

Baths  or  showers  in  bathrooms  . . . . . , . . • • 35 

Wash-hand  basins  . . . . . . . . . . . . • • 35 

Hot  water  systems . , . . . . . . . . . . . . 38 

Water  closets  . . . . . . . . . . . . • • 34 

Food  stores  . . . . . . . . . . . . • • 17 


It  will  be  appreciated  that  the  total  amount  of  grants  paid  in  the 
current  year  must,  of  necessity,  relate  to  grants  made  in  previous  years, 
the  works  having  been  completed  in  the  year  1963. 

Both  Discretionary  and  Standard  grants  are  available  to  landlords 
and  owner/occupiers.  An  explanatory  leaflet  is  available  at  the  Council 
offices,  free  of  charge. 


HOUSING  PROVIDED  BY  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY 

1939  433 

1947  540 

1957  1.326 

1962  . . . . . . . . . . 1,404 

1963  1,420 

Number  of  Council  owned  houses  occupied  at  31st  December,  1962 ; 
1,420. 

47  families  were  rehoused  during  1963  (actual  number  of  persons 
141  estimated).  On  31st  December,  1963,  628  applicants  were  on  the 
Register, 

1,416  occupied  dwellings  have  main  water  supplies. 


Basic  Council  House  Improvements  during  1963 

Number  of  dwellings  provided  with  water  closets  . . . . 10 

Number  of  houses  not  having  water  closets  . . , , . . 16 


41 


Rent  Rebate  Scheme 


In  order  to  alleviate  cases  of  hardship,  the  Council  operates  a Rent 
Rebate  Scheme. 


Year 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 


Approximate  amount 
of  Rebate 
£5.200 

£4.375 

£2.270 

£2,010 

£1.929 

£444* 

£837 

£717 


♦Rent  Rebate  Scheme  revised,  no  rebates  are  now  granted  to  recipients  of  National 
Assistance. 


NEW  DWELLINGS 


New  dwellings  erected  during  1963 


Analysis 


(a)  By  the  Council : 

Brede 

Beckley 

(b)  By  private  enterprise  . . 


Additional  dwellings  resulting 
from  conversions  . . 


8f  10 
10  L 8 


dwellings  with  i 
dwellings  with  2 

dwellings  with  2 
dwellings  with  3 
dwellings  with  4 
dwelling  with  5 


bedroom 

bedrooms 

bedrooms 

bedrooms 

bedrooms 

bedrooms 


5 


Dwellings  in  course  of  erection  31st  December,  1963 

(a)  By  the  Council : 

Battle  . . . . 8 

(b)  By  private  enterprise  . . 92 


COMPARATIVE  TABLE— PRIVATE  ENTERPRISE  AND 
LOCAL  AUTHORITY 


Private  E 

Enterprise 

Local  Authority 

New  dwellings 

Conversions 

New  Dwellings 

1957  

61 

7 

52 

1958  

88 

8 

0 

1959  

III 

0 

18 

i960 

144 

0 

18 

1961 

160 

34 

22 

1962 

199 

19 

10 

1963  

203 

5 

18 
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LICENSED  CARAVAN  SITES 

Sites  Number  of  Caravans 

Crowhurst  Park,  Battle  . , . . . . , . , . 300 

Silver  Sands  Caravan  Park,  Camber  . . . . . . 350 

Frenchmans  Beach,  Rye  Harbour  . . . . . . 315 

Rye  Bay  Caravan  Park,  Winchelsea  Beach  . . 264 

Winchelsea  Sands  Caravan  Park,  Winchelsea  Beach . . 300 

Beauport  Caravan  Park,  Battle  . . . . . . 350 

Coghurst  Caravan  Park,  Guestling  , . . . . . 195 

Camber  Caravan  Park  & Tourist  Court,  Camber  . . 250 

Lordine  Court  Caravan  Park,  Ewhurst  . . . . 150 

Beach  Caravan  Park,  Pett  Level  . . . . . . 30 

White  Lodge  Caravan  Park,  Winchelsea  Beach  . . 45 

Devonia  Caravan  Park,  Iden  . . . . . . . . 20 

The  Cock  Inn,  Peasmarsh  . . . . . . . . 20 

Winchelsea  Beach  Caravan  Park,  Winchelsea  Beach . . 50 

Windmill  Caravan  Site,  Winchelsea  Beach  . . 45 

Ferry  fields  Caravans,  Winchelsea  . . . . . . 45 

Pett  Road,  Winchelsea  Beach  . . . . , . 10 

Victoria  Way,  Winchelsea  Beach  . . . . . . 6 

Waterbridge  Place,  Winchelsea  Beach  . . . . 20 

Links  Caravan  Site,  Camber  . . . . . . . . 6 

Carters  Farm,  Pett  . . . . . . . . . . 50 

Land  rear  The  Rother  Valley  Hotel,  Northiam  . . 6 

Dogs  Hill  Road,  Winchelsea  Beach  . . . , . . 8 

Whitegates,  Westfield  . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Stonepit  Wood,  London  Road,  Battle  . . . . 5 

Total  . . . . 2,846 


Occupation  is  restricted  to  the  period  ist  March — 31st  October. 

The  issue  of  a site  licence  is  conditional  on  planning  consent  being 
obtained. 

Amenities  provided  are  based  on  Model  Standards,  i960,  recom- 
mended by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  and  subject 
to  variation  at  the  Council’s  discretion. 
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VISITS  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS  - COMPARATIVE 
TABLE  FOR  YEARS  1956,  1960,  1961,  1962  AND  1963 


1956 

i960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

Drainage  and  sewage  disposal... 

1,294 

1,575 

1,912 

2,260 

2,261 

Water  supplies  ... 

503 

274 

189 

191 

374 

Milk  and  dairies 

77 

58 

25 

26 

36 

Building  inspections 

1,416 

2,512 

2,867 

3,309 

3,632 

Hop-pickers’  dwellings 

51 

9 

13 

10 

12 

Infectious  diseases 

155 

51 

65 

42 

51 

Food  premises  ... 

175 

158 

125 

244 

533 

Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts 

558 

487 

501 

446 

518 

Improvement  Grants  ... 

6II 

982 

962 

872 

911 

Moveable  dwellings 

36 

48 

28 

39 

95 

Nuisances 

184 

252 

260 

315 

275 

Verminous  premises 

23 

38 

15 

13 

10 

Factories  and  workshops 

12 

9 

6 

16 

21 

Schools  ... 

9 

II 

2 

— 

10 

Slaughterhouses... 

588 

335 

272 

421 

424 

Public  Cleansing 

82 

149 

93 

105 

151 

Miscellaneous 

374 

300 

294 

547 

499 

Petroleum  Regulations... 

— 

106 

73 

136 

185 

Rent  Act,  IQ57  ... 

— 

45 

— 

— 

— 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments 
Act,  1963  

— 

— 

— 

8 

Totals 

6,148 

7,399 

7,702 

8,992 

10,006 

Building  inspections  continue  to  absorb  an  increasing  amount  of 
the  Inspectors’  time. 

These  inspections  are  usually  of  a semi-urgent  nature  and  necessitate 
reallocation  of  public  health  work  in  order  to  avoid  greatly  increased 
mileages  and  wasteful  travelling  time,  too  often  necessary  public  health 
routine  work  is  disrupted. 

The  advent  of  new  legislation  i.e.  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway 
Premises  Act  and  the  Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act  may  make 
it  necessary  to  decide  whether  this  department  should  retain  the  over- 
sight of  building  inspections  with  an  increased  staff  or  whether  this 
function  should  pass  to  another  department  leaving  the  Inspectors  to 
concentrate  on  public  health  work. 
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INDUSTRIES 

The  numbers  engaged  in  the  main  industries  located  in  the  District 
are  given  in  the  table  below. 


At  31SI 
Male 

Decembe 

Female 

r,  1963 

Total 

At  31st 
December 
1962 
Total 

Bakeries 

47 

22 

69 

62 

Beach  works 

35 

I 

36 

40 

Building  works 

399 

17 

416 

431 

Bus  and  Coach  Operators . . 

18 

4 

22 

22 

Cattle  market 

I 

— 

I 

I 

Cattle  Breeding  Station 

40 

14 

54 

21 

Coal  merchants 

22 

3 

25 

31 

Concrete  works 

lOI 

6 

107 

103 

Egg  packing  station 

16 

19 

35 

43 

Engineering  works  . . 

531 

75 

606 

525 

Entertainments 

3 

I 

4 

4 

Fencing  contractors 

18 

1 

19 

22 

Flour  mills  . . 

73 

21 

94 

87 

Gypsum  mines 

441 

II 

452 

571 

Hop  gardens  (permanent  staff — Guinness’s) 

12 

127 

126 

Hotels 

14 

17 

31 

34 

Jam  factory. . 

19 

28 

47 

51 

Joinery  works 

29 

2 

31 

29 

Laundries 

16 

57 

73 

71 

Oil  refining  . . 

15 

— 

15 

17 

Oil  distilling 

4 

— 

4 

5 

Plastics  factory 

I 

II 

12 

— 

Printing  works 

7 

3 

10 

4 

Sawmills 

79 

4 

83 

87 

Sports  goods  manufacturers 

34 

13 

47 

51 

Sports  ground  contractors 

78 

lO 

88 

99 

Wooden  toy  manufacturers 

9 

17 

26 

25 

Mass  Miniature  Radiography  in  Industry 

A completely  mobile,  self-contained  Mass  X-ray  Unit  is  available 
to  visit  any  premises  employing  loo  persons  or  more  in  the  East  Sussex 
area.  The  only  facility  required  is  a parking  site  for  two  vehicles. 

Over  100  people  can  be  given  free  chest  X-ray  examinations  in  a 
period  of  one  hour,  and,  as  there  is  no  undressing,  both  men  and  women 
are  X-rayed  at  the  same  session.  Arrangements  can  be  made  either 
by  telephone  to  Brighton  66017  or  by  letter  to  the  Director,  East 
Sussex  Mass  Radiography  Unit,  26  Ditchling  Road,  Brighton,  7. 

It  is  emphasised  that  the  Mass  X-ray  Service  is  free  and  that  no 
information  is  disclosed  without  the  patient’s  consent. 
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NUMBER  OF  AGRICULTURAL  WORKERS  IN  AREA 
COVERED  BY  HASTINGS  COUNTY  BOROUGH, 
THE  BOROUGHS  OF  BEXHILL  AND  RYE  AND 
BATTLE  RURAL  DISTRICT  (EXCLUDING  BUR- 
WASH  AND  TICEHURST) 


Year 

Men 

Women 

Total 

1959  . . 

1.558 

434 

1.992 

i960  . . 

1,621 

469 

2,090 

1961  . . 

1,760 

385 

2,145 

1962  . . 

1.587 

343 

1.930 

1963  .. 

1.599 

407 

2,006 

It  is  not  possible  to  give  the  numbers  of  agricultural  workers  in 
Battle  Rural  District  as  a separate  entity. 


Hop-pickers’  Camps 

The  number  of  resident  pickers  continued  to  decrease  on  Messrs. 
Guinness’  Hop  Farms,  one  camp  only,  Crainham,  being  in  use,  accom- 
modating 450  adults  and  150  children.  At  this  camp  there  are  Elsan 
closets,  showers  and  electric  lighting. 

Hop-picking  machines  were  again  manned  by  the  members  of 
Concordia  (an  international  students’  organisation)  accommodated  in 
three  camps,  having  flush  W.Cs,  showers  and  electric  light. 

In  addition  to  the  125  Concordia  members  and  the  encamped 
hand-pickers,  405  local  adults  and  314  children  were  employed  as 
pickers. 

The  seasonal  medical  services  provided  by  Messrs.  Guinness  Hop 
Farms  Ltd.  included  a local  General  Practitioner  holding  daily  surgeries 
and  a resident  Nursing  Sister  (S.R.N.)  in  premises  suitably  equipped 
as  a surgery  with  a two-bedded  isolation  ward. 

All  Guinness’s  hop  gardens  are  provided  with  toilet  and  water 
facilities  at  strategic  points. 


Hop-pickers’  Huts  in  Battle  Rural  District  in  1963 

Bodiam  (Messrs.  Guinness  Hop  Farms  Ltd.)  . . . . 210 

Bodiam  (other  growers)  . . . . . . . . . . 20 

Udimore  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 

243 

Huts  and  toilet  facilities  provided  by  all  growers  conform  to 
Byelaw  standards. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

Twenty-one  inspections  under  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  were  made 
during  1963. 

There  were  four  outworkers  under  Section  iio(i)(c).  Conditions 
were  satisfactory. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

Action  here  is  designed  to  be  mainly  preventive  as  opposed  to 
curative.  This  is  effected  in  large  measure  by  routine  maintenance  of 
permanent  baiting  points  at  refuse  tips,  public  sewers,  sewage  works, 
slaughterhouses  and  other  vulnerable  premises  or  areas. 

The  Council  employs  one  rat  catcher  who  is  trained  to  use  modern 
methods  as  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food, 
he  is  experienced  and  efficient. 

Many  farms  have  contracts  with  private  firms  for  pest  control 
otherwise  one  man  could  not  cope  satisfactorily  with  this  vast  rural 
area. 

The  following  table  summarises  the  results  of  the  operator’s  work 
during  the  12  months  ending  31st  December,  1963 : 


Type 

OF  Proper 

lY 

Local 

Authority 

Dwell- 

ing 

houses 

Agri- 

cultural 

All  other 
(including 
business 
and 

industrial) 

Total 

I.  Total  number  of  properties 
in  Local  Authority’s 
District 

26 

11,298 

Approx. 

I.IOI 

1.654 

12,987 

(exclu- 

ding 

Agricul- 

ture) 

II.  Number  of  properties  in- 
spected by  the  Local 
Authority  as  a result  of 

(a)  notification 

(b)  Survey  under  the 

Act 

(c)  otherwise 

(a)  2 

183 

2 

30 

217 

(i>)  15 

266 

39 

55 

375 

(c)  - 

195 

— 

230 

425 

III.  Number  of  properties 
(under  II)  found  to  be 
infested  by  rats 

Major  — 

— 

I 

I 

I 

Minor  17 

164 

I 

17 

199 

IV.  Number  of  properties  (un- 
der II)  found  to  be  in- 
fested by  mice 

Major  — 

— 

— 

I 

I 

Minor  — 

19 

— 

13 

32 

V.  Number  of  infested  pro- 
perties (under  III  and 
IV)  treated  by  the  Local 
Authority 

17 

179 

2 

32 

230 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

One  application  received  in  respect  of  the  sale  of  birds  and  fish,  and 
one  licence  granted. 
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METEOROLOGY 

RAINFALL  FIGURES  TAKEN  AT  BATTLE  WATERWORKS 


Number  of  days  on 
which  rain  fell 

Longest  period 
of  drought 

Periods  of  drought 

1958  . . 

175 

None  recorded 

None  recorded 

1959  • • 

130 

38  days 
22  days 

14th  Aug.  to  2ist  Sept,  inclusive 
31st  Jan.  to  2ist  Feb.  inclusive 

i960 

130 

None  recorded 

None  recorded 

1961 

146 

20  days 

2nd- 1 9th  March  & 9th-28th  May 

1962 

149 

20  days 

4th-23rd  Oct.  inclusive 

1963  • • 

166 

13  days 

6th-i8th  January  inclusive 

The  definition  of  Drought  is  15  days  without  rain. 


Comparison  with  previous  years  is  given  in  the  following  table: 


Year 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 


T otal  rainfall 

37 . 0 inches 
32 . 7 inches 

30.0  inches 

32.5  inches 

38.1  inches 
31.0  inches 

42.9  inches 

27.2  inches 

27 . 9 inches 

34.5  inches 


TEMPERATURE 


Highest 

temp 

recorded 

erature 

Lowest 

temp 

recorded 

erature 

Degrees 

Dates 

Degrees 

Dates 

1958  . . 

86  f 

9th  July 

6 f 

23rd  Jan. 

1959  •• 

92 

5th  July 

17 

i6th  Jan. 

i960  . . 

83 

19th  June 

12 

14th  Jan. 

1961  . . 

91 

2nd  July 

19 

25th  Dec. 

1962  . . 

84 

19th  Aug. 

18 

4th  Dec. 

1963  .. 

87 

22nd  July 

6 

22nd  Jan. 
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APPENDIX 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  TO  1959 
PART  I OF  THE  ACT 


I — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Public  Health  inspectors) : 


Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Premises 

(I) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
I,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local  Authorities 

18 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

72 

21 

I 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Sec- 
tion 7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

3 

Total 

93 

21 

I 

— 

2 — Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 

(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate 
occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  “ cases  ”) : 


Particulars 

(I) 

Nun 

iber  of  cas 
wer 

5S  in  which  defects 
e found 

Number  of 
cases  in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted 

(6) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refe 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 
(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.i) 
Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  tempera- 
ture (S.3) 

Inadequate  ventilation 
(S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 
OUTWORK 

(SECTIONS  110  AND  111) 


C 

section  no 

Se 

ction  in 

No.  of  out- 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Nature  of 

workers  in 

cases  of 

prosecu- 

instances 

Work 

August  list 

default 

tions  for 

of  work  in 

Notices 

Prose- 

required 

in  sending 

failure  to 

unwhole- 

served 

cutions 

by  Section 

lists  to  the 

supply 

some 

no  (i)  (c) 

Council 

lists 

premises 

(I) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

Wearing  \ Making 
apparel  / etc. 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

